Desktop Accessoires Service

what is it?

What we need?

Todo

What is it?

Desktop Accessories Service gives new possibility to the Desktop  Environment. It should be highly integrated with whole Desktop. And this is a new way to exchange  your own Desktop data with another  people.

So let explain me how this can work.

Since one user while setting up his Desktop settings, like proxy, remote Desktop  and so on, he can go to Desktop Exchange  Service settings and do allow  his DE to share his Desktop Data.  In this place he must set some service provider he want to use and account settings for this user.

What data would be shared ?

This is very simple and should be extensible. First of all we want handle user Backgrounds settings changes and theme changes. So the service provider can get statistics about usage of themes. Build most used theme charts, show users how much people do actually use this, or other theme, or background.

As extension we can see something like plug-in service provider, or game map exchange.

How to find what providers exists ?

There are two ways we should choose. Gconf or UDDI.UDDI gives an automatic way, but need a central place to provide this service too. Gwent is more local way and can be managed by every Linux distributor. Like maybe SuSe will set own art. Novel. Com service provider on first place. So this would be easy to do throw Gconf sittings. Another way could be used to let user manage it for him self.

UDDI is very good written standard and should be used by most web based services.

For more info take a look to http://www.uddi.org
Notice: not sure if all languages have uddi support in his libraries.

Let user use existing account, or generate new one.

After user allow to share his Desktop data and user service provider we need some identification process. This could be done throw an authentication process with service. So let user to set his account settings, like login and password. If user do not have any, just register him. Ask for new login and password. This should be simple if you want that people use this.

Different instances for one user?

How should we manage a possibility that most people use more than one desktop? Most we have computers at home, work and same of us have mobile devices, laptops. Service we will provide should be able to save different settings for different places where user will use the service.

Communication possibility.

To give users more community feelings let show than comments. And add own comments to some themes. Next extension could be some integration with email and chat system. If user allow to send his e-mail address to web-service he actuary use, or even his chat id, like jid jabbered we can give a client software a possibility to not only write own comment, but start own discussion with some body throw email I or chat (instant messaging). Or just add somebody to contaktlist. This already kann be done with evolution and gaim.

What we need?

At first we need to define processes that would going between user and service. Next we describe how they should be implemented.

 So what processes are needed?

1. Registration

2. Authentication

3. Get own Account data

4. Change own Account data

5. Ask service for possible features

6. Get Item lists

7. Get Item

8. Send changes and own Desktop data

9. Get another Users info

10. Get Comments

11. Send Comment

12. Possible delete Comment if allowed

Notice: It would be nice to give upload and some controlling functions to themes authors but this comes later.

If we do will use UDDI , client should have discovery process, to browse and overview all services opened to user of the same type.

About authentication.

There are same easy way for this with web-services and php.Web-service can be pointed throw an standard URI ( http://webser/ ) . So you can provide user login and pass word directly with URL what is used for web-service( http://user:pass@webserver/ ).This can be easy taken with php and after check for user we can create an web session for this user. In other case ask user to register.

 Maybe good feature would be a possibility for client to ask web-service about supported themes, items, plugins. But this need one more time for disunion , because wie can handle different possibilities of the web-service throw name spaces. As example, let say if web-service support Backgrounds, than your client software can asses needed functions over using http://webservice/#Backgrounds
Asking about items would be easy. We need to give 3 params for this.

